
German boxer Max Schmeling uses his experience 
and guile to pull off the upset and prevail over 
contenders, including the Nazi regime.  Though 
Joseph Goebbels seems at the helm of Schmeling’s 
life, their plight becomes a matter of Nazi vs. 
American, black against white and good against evil.   
 
In life, and even in death, Max Schmeling was 
plagued by his association with the Nazi regime.  
Follow Schmeling through his time served in the 
German army, through his relationship with his wife, 
Anny, through his lifetime with fellow boxing 
colleagues Joe Louis and Joe Jacobs, as well as 
many others whose lives he touched.  As the reporter 
herein considers how to write Schmeling’s obituary, 
the last word goes to Joe Jacobs, who maintains that 
Schmeling was no Nazi, as the two, German and Jew, 
walk off together into history. 
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