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Liam Tibbets is an aging clockmaker 
in a small city in upstate New 
York.  Zachary Tibbets, his son, a 
professor of English at the 
University of Virginia will be 
visiting.  Zach discovers during his 
visit that his father is beginning to 
show signs of early stages of 
Alzheimer’s disease.   Zach is torn 
between teaching and leaving his 
position at UVA to take care of his 
father or taking him to Virginia. 
This, coupled with a newly 
discovered love in his life, places a 
great deal of stress upon him. 
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“There is no single Alzheimer's personality, just as 
there is no single human personality.  All patients 
must be treated as the individuals they continue to 

be, even after their social self has vanished.” 
<The American Journal of Alzheimer's Care and Related 

Disorders & Research, Nov/Dec 1989.> 
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